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The Principles of our Order – Charity, Unity, 
Fraternity, and Patriotism – guide all the 
activities of our Council.  This month I want to 
reflect on the principle of fraternity, and why it 

is so important to the men of the Saint Stephen Knights of 
Columbus Council.  

Society – and the way we live, work, and worship – is 
very different today, compared to a couple of generations 
ago.  We live several miles from the church, commute 20 
or 30 or miles to work, and we have many obligations that 
require us to drive our family members all over the bay 
area.  Most of us are not within walking distance of our 
church, so it is harder to have the parish be part of the 
center of our lives.  

It would be easy to go to Mass each weekend and have 
that as your only interaction with the faithful.  Even if you 
volunteered to be part of one of the liturgical ministries, 
you would have very little interaction with other Catholic 
men in your life.  That is why the fraternity principle of 
our order is so very important – there is something in our 
nature that longs for the faith-filled camaraderie with other 
Catholic men.

So what do the Knights do to promote the principle of 
fraternity?  We start by coming together for planning and 
business meetings and degree exemplifications.  These 
meetings provide each of us the opportunity to catch up 
with old friends and make new friends who share the same 
Catholic values that unite us.  Frankly, attendance at these 
events has been trending down over the past few years, at 
that’s a shame.  Each of these is occasions to satisfy your 
desire for spiritual growth as we pray and mingle with 
other men who inspire us to be better men, fathers, and 
husbands.

In the coming weeks, we have plenty of additional 
opportunities for fraternity, and I encourage all members 

to make yourself available to 
attend at least one of these 
events.  On Sunday, April 29 
we will have our Corporate 
Mass and then host Donuts 
and Coffee at the Family Life 
Center.  This is a great chance 
to meet and socialize with each 
other’s families and to invite 
another member of our parish 
to join the Knights.  

On Sunday, May 6, we will 
have our popular Ladies Appreciation Dinner at the 
Riverhills Country Club.  The ladies have a great time 
getting to know each other better, and the Knights spend 
most of the evening enjoying an adult beverage in the other 
room.  The annual Graduation Barbeque is after the 5:30 
Mass on May 20, and the Clergy Appreciation Dinner is on 
Saturday, June 16 after the 4:30 Mass.  We’ll work together 
to cook and serve meals to our fellow parishioners, and 
hopefully, we will plant a seed in other Catholic men who 
are attracted by our fraternity.

Finally, if you have not yet volunteered your time at our 
beer stand at Raymond James Stadium for a Bucs game or 
a concert or monster truck jam, then you have yet to enjoy 
one of the best fraternal opportunities of our Council.  I 
had Buccaneer season tickets this past season, and part 
of the reason I’m not renewing them for next season was 
that I missed the fellowship and camaraderie of my fellow 
Knights during the games.  So when training opportunities 
are offered, make yourself available, and enjoy fraternity 
while we volunteer our time to fund the good works of our 
Order.

Faith and Fraternity
By WGK Bruce Czaja
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TO RECEIVE AND GIVE LIFE
By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

IN 1980, I had the opportunity to speak in Rome at 
a conference on the future of the family in Europe 
and Africa, which was sponsored by the Catholic 
University of the Sacred Heart’s medical school.

During the meeting, a young African mother introduced 
herself and her new baby. She told us that her child’s name 
was “Gift Francis” and that she chose that name because 
when she was pregnant her parish priest, who was a 
Franciscan missionary, told her that her child was a gift 
from God.

I thought of Gift Francis last Advent when Pope Francis 
lamented nations that have entered a demographic winter 
because they have “chosen sterility.” Pope Francis 
contrasted this with the Christian’s way of life that is open 
“to receive and give life.”

The pope’s words followed a recent study published 
by Demographic Intelligence, which reports that the U.S. 
birthrate has fallen to a 30-year low of 1.77 children per 
woman. The study predicts that the U.S. birthrate will be at 
its lowest rate of growth since the Great Depression years 
of 1936-1937.

Numerous factors influence this negative growth; we 
identified many during our conference back in 1980. But 
now some experts suggest there may be a new factor: a 
correlation between the birth rate and increased use of 
social media.

They say more time spent in virtual reality has not only 
diminished real human interaction but created a new 
hesitation to commit to long-term relationships such as 
marriage and especially to the responsibility of raising 
children.

In an earlier column this year, I wrote about the coming 
of a new crisis as developments in science in areas such 
as artificial intelligence, robotics and genetics increasingly 
blur our understanding of what it means to be human and 
even to act in a human way.

I wrote that, in this regard, Pope Paul VI’s 1968 
encyclical, Humanae Vitae, was truly prophetic.

As we approach the 50th anniversary of the encyclical, 
let us strive to recover its central teaching, that “married 
love particularly reveals its true nature and nobility when 
we realize that it takes its origin from God, who ‘is love,’” 
(8) and that “this love is above all fully human”(9).

If we do not recover this understanding of the “true 
nature and nobility” of married love, many younger 

Catholics living in a 
thoroughly secularized 
culture will find it 
increasingly difficult 
— if not impossible — 
to understand “human 
fulfillment” and what 
it means to be “fully 
human.”

We need more Catholic 
couples to adopt the 
attitude described by Pope 
Francis: a life of such 
generosity and sacrifice 
that they are willing “to receive and give life.”

This will require all of us to make greater efforts to 
transmit the central teaching of Humanae Vitae regarding 
the dignity and mission of marriage. This is one of the 
great pastoral challenges facing the Church in our time.

The Knights of Columbus is seeking to strengthen 
Catholic families by helping men and women understand 
their mission as both spouses and parents in terms of a 
“domestic church.”

We hope more Catholic families will appreciate in their 
daily lives how, in the words of Paul VI, “the marriage of 
those who have been baptized … represents the union of 
Christ and His Church” (8).

At times, this will require Catholic couples to act 
heroically. At times, all of us will respond imperfectly. 
But this should only make us more, not less, determined 
to accompany and assist each other in fulfilling the noble 
mission given to our families. The safeguarding of this 
mission has been entrusted, through Father McGivney’s 
foresight, to our noble Order.

Vivat Jesus!
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On Monday, March 20, 2018 our Brother, Sir 
Knight, and good friend, John Samuelsen 
succumbed to a lifelong battle with an 
intractable chronic seizure disorder. On 

Sunday night John, a member of the Knight of Columbus 
Bowling League, sustained a seizure 
prior to the start of our usual three-
game set and prior to the arrival 
of the majority of the other league 
members. 

He suffered another seizure at 
2:00 AM Monday morning and was 
able to recover after about an hour. 
Later that morning at approximately 
8:00 AM he had his final seizure 
from which he was unable to 
recover. The neurologist told a 
roomful of his family and friends on 
Monday morning that the lifetime 
of neurological trauma sustained by 
John was finally just too much for 
him to recover from and caused him 
to have a brain hemorrhage and a massive heart attack. 

John was a member of and Financial Secretary for 
Resurrection Council and S/K of Msgr. John F. Scully 
Assembly 3418. Please pray for his wife Kathy and 
daughter Charity and two grandchildren Caden, age 12, 
and Evie age 7.  The Memorial Service for SK John 
Samuelson took place Saturday, April 7th at Resurrection 
Catholic Church 6819 Krycul Ave Riverview, Florida. The 
Fourth Degree honor guard will be in attendance. 

John was a true example of what it means to be a Knight 
of Columbus. He provided a lifetime of love and support for 
Kathy and their two adopted children, Charity and Jeremy 
and their two grandchildren, Caden and Evie. He was very 
highly active at his parish as a Eucharistic Minister, Altar 

Server Head, and Brother Knight 
and he was a great friend to many, 
myself included. 

John, Ron Carlson, Steve 
Mc Leary and I, could often be 
found on Sunday afternoons 
at  Summerfield Golf Course, 
chasing the little white ball. On 
one particular Sunday afternoon, 
John pulled out his eight iron on 
Summerfield’s Signature, 15th 
hole, lofted the ball onto the 
peninsula green and rolled it in 
for an outstanding hole in one! 
It was a great moment for us all! 
When he got back into the cart, 
I deadpanned to John, “…and 

what did you get, again” He shouted “An ACE!!” 
John often used to joke about his epilepsy, after every 

successful recovery from a seizure, he would proclaim. 
“I’m still standin’!” Now, we know your still standin’ in 
heaven next to The Lord, Brother! Congratulations on a 
beautiful life, for fighting the good fight and for being an 
awesome friend and Brother Knight!

John Samuelsen: Brother, Sir Knight and Friend

Progress on Pro Life Front Evident in Mississippi

On March 8, 2018, Mississippi lawmakers 
passed what would be the USA’s most 
restrictive abortion law.    The law would make 
the procedure illegal in most cases after 15 

weeks of pregnancy.  Said House Judiciary B Committee 
chairman Andy Gipson:  “By 15 weeks, you have a child 
in the womb who has a heartbeat, who for all practical 
purposes has taken on the form of a person.”  

The state’s only abortion provider promised to sue.  The 
Legislature appeared to not only expect, but encourage 

such challenges in hopes the issue will eventually make its 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court.  (From State Restricting 
Abortion, Associated Press, March 9, 2018)

This type of progress fortifies our efforts to protect the 
sanctity of life at all stages from conception until natural 
death. 



©  Copyright 2018 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

KNIGHTLY NEWS

Only Having Insurance “Through Work” Doesn’t Work

Do you know anyone whose life or career 
has drastically changed during these years 
of economic downturn? It’s very likely that 
someone in your immediate or extended 

family or group of friends is facing financial uncertainty. 
Maybe there’s a possibility that you (or your spouse) could 
change employers, or even lose your job.

Too many people have often relied on group term life 
insurance as their only safety net. Often, this insurance 
is an employee benefit provided at low or no cost. The 
existence of this coverage might convince someone that 
personally-owned life insurance is not necessary.

But only having “through work” insurance can leave 
you and your family vulnerable. Most group life insurance 
policies are limited in amount, which may be tied to salary 
or some other benchmark. These numbers are often capped, 
and this cap may be dangerously low when compared 
to your family’s actual needs. In fact, a detailed needs 
analysis that evaluates your specific situation will likely 
show that any employer-provided coverage falls short.

In addition, the amount of 
group insurance offered is almost 
always reduced, sometimes 
dramatically, when you retire. 
You could one day find yourself 
without coverage, and if your 
health has changed (which it 
will as you age), you might also 
find yourself unable to secure 
individual protection. At the very 
least, it will definitely be more 
expensive.

While group life insurance can help, it does not replace 
the need for individually owned life insurance. I’ll be happy 
to meet with you and provide a no-cost needs analysis, so 
you’ll know exactly where you stand.

John D Ruckart
813-855-5111
john.ruckart@gmail.com

These pictures show the Columbiettes in action 
at the Fish Fry held 3/16/18 in the St. Stephens 
Family Life Center. The Fish Fry is sponsored 

by the Men’s Club of St. Stephens. This event serves 
two purposes. It keeps our congregation and surrounding 

community happy while enjoying a delicious fried fish or 
fried shrimp dinner for Lent; at the same time helping the 
Men’s Club to raise money for charitable causes. A special 
treat at the dinner was a guest appearance from Spirit 90.5 
FM. A wonderful time was had by all.

By Denise D. Lee, Sentinel Columbiette Auxiliary # 14084

Columbiettes Support Fish Fry
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Color Guard Presence for Holy Thursday
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Building the Domestic Church
APRIL – MERCY AND FORGIVENESS

The inner form of Christian familial love 
is mercy like God the Father who is “rich in 
mercy” (Eph 2:4).

Meditation
From Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia
Once we allow ill will to take root in our 

hearts, it leads to deep resentment. … The 
opposite of resentment is forgiveness, which 
is rooted in a positive attitude that seeks to 
understand other people’s weaknesses and to 
excuse them. As Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they know not what they do” (Lk 23:34). Yet 
we keep looking for more and more faults, imagining 
greater evils, presuming all kinds of bad intentions, and 
so resentment grows and deepens. … Something is wrong 
when we see every problem as equally serious; in this way, 
we risk being unduly harsh with the failings of others. The 
just desire to see our rights respected turns into a thirst for 
vengeance rather than a reasoned defense of our dignity.

When we have been offended or let down, forgiveness is 
possible and desirable, but no one can say that it is easy. … 
All this assumes that we ourselves have had the experience 
of being forgiven by God, justified by his grace and not 
by our own merits. We have known a love that is prior to 
any of our own efforts, a love that constantly opens doors, 
promotes and encourages. If we accept that God’s love is 
unconditional, that the Father’s love cannot be bought or 
sold, then we will become capable of showing boundless 
love and forgiving others even if they have wronged us. 
Otherwise, our family life will no longer be a place of 
understanding, support and encouragement, but rather one 
of constant tension and mutual criticism.

Considering that Jesus forgave his persecutors from the 
cross, what does God’s mercy in the scriptures teach us 
about how to forgive our family members?

Why is it important to be forgiven by God? Why must we 
trust in his forgiveness in order to forgive others properly?

Do any of us find it hard to forgive? What holds us back 
from forgiving? Is it resentment based on ill will, unduly 
looking for faults, an excessive concern for our rights, 
the inability to forgive ourselves or to accept our own 
limitations? Or is it something else?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 51:3-6, 11-15
A prayer of penance and longing for God’s abundant 

mercy

Have mercy on me, God, in accord with your merciful 
love;

   in your abundant compassion blot out my transgressions.
Thoroughly wash away my guilt;
   and from my sin cleanse me.
For I know my transgressions;
   my sin is always before me.
Against you, you alone have I sinned;
   I have done what is evil in your eyes
So that you are just in your word,
   and without reproach in your judgment.
Turn away your face from my sins;
   blot out all my iniquities.
A clean heart create for me, God;
   renew within me a steadfast spirit.
Do not drive me from before your face,
   nor take from me your holy spirit.
Restore to me the gladness of your salvation;
   uphold me with a willing spirit.
I will teach the wicked your ways,
   that sinners may return to you.

Family Project
As a family, go to church for the sacrament of 

reconciliation. A week later, take a few moments to discuss 
how the sacrament has helped each of you to be more holy 
and to fight against temptation and sin.
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Get ready for evening of AWESOME FOOD; 
AWESOME VIEW;  AWESOME COMPANY! And of 
course AWESOME SERVICE BY THE KNIGHTS!

May 6, 2018, Arrive at 5PM
Location: Rivers Hills Country Club 3943 New River 

Hills Parkway, Valrico, Florida, 33596
Total Cost is ONLY…. $25.00!
For the ladies, the evening will start with a delicious 

salad accompanied with bread rolls, water/coffee/iced tea 
and a glass of your choice of Chef’s Select Red or White 
Wine! Then there will be three dinners to choose from:

Choice#1 London 
Broil Cabernet: 
topped with Cabernet 
Mushroom Demi Glaze 
with Chef’s Seasonal 
Vegetable and a Starch.

Choice#2 M a h i 
Picatta: topped with 
Lemon Butter and 
Capers, with Chefs 
Seasoned Vegetables 
and a Starch.

Choice#3 Chicken 
Anna Marie: Sautéed 
with Mushrooms, 
Scallions & a 
Chardonnay Sauce, 
with Chefs Seasoned 

Vegetables and a Starch.
The dinner will be finished off with your choice of 

cheese cake or chocolate cake, along with your choice of 
coffee, tea, iced tea, or water. The country club also has a 
cash bar option that would be available for those that wish 
an enhanced spirit!

Please send in your response as soon as possible so we 
can get a count and ensure meals are properly planned no 
later than Friday, April 20, 2018. Please respond to me at 
Family@kofc14084.org or 732-986-4435:

Ladies Appreciation Dinner

Did you know that we have a Facebook page?  
We would like to hear your comments about 
the posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  

to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited our Website www.
kofc14084.org? This is constantly being updated with 
different things and is a good source of information. 
We would like to hear from you on this as well. Every 
item that is downloaded on the webpage gives you an 
opportunity to comment and let us know what you think 
about. Please take the time and visit our website. 

Find Us On Facebook

http://www.kofc14084.org
http://www.kofc14084.org
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Knights Take in the Green on St Patrick’s Day

The Council would like to thank Bruce Czaja, 
Rich Sarnowski, John Barrie, Patrick 
Smith, Jim Pryor, Rick Armstrong and Chris 
Pasquariello for participating in the St Patrick’s 

Day Tootsie Roll Drive held on March 17th, 2018.  Special 
thanks go out to Chris Gordon, the manager of Publix for 

allowing the Knights to collect donations.  Approximately 
$439 was collected during the 3 hour period.  The Annual 
Tootsie Roll Drive helps individuals with Intellectual 
Disabilities.  Plan on being a part of next year’s Tootsie 
Roll Drive which will be held in February and March of 
2019.
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Andre Angulo, CarlAsprinio, Lawrie Barroner, Leo Brubaker, Gustavo Bustamante, Peter Card, Alex Czopek, 
Robert Devine, Josh Goldman, Bob Haley, Gerald Harpole, John Hollingshead, Michael Hummel, Christopher 
Johnson, Daniel  Laughman, Edward Miliu, John Montaldo, Lawrence Norton, Timothy Parker, James Pryor,
John Rutherford, Juan Segarra, Edward Smith, Jonathan Stephanz, Michael Sutko, Steven  Tole

 April Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator
S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller
S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Gerald Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  
Community Committee

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee
Ed Veronick

council@kofc14084.org
Family Committee

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee
Michael Specht  

youth@kofc14084.org 
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org
Right to Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor
Tim Donahue

Warden
Randy Lee

Advocate
Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasure
John Laughman

Trustees
John Berrie,   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Steve Jarosz

Field Agent 
Chuck Lusky

Guards
Bob Haley 

 Chris Hobbs



©  Copyright 2018 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

KNIGHTLY NEWS

April 21 Kenny Chesney Concert
 First Degree FLC
April 28 4th Degree St. Joseph Catholic Church, Bradenton, FL
April 29 Corporate Mass 9:30 AM Mass
 Coffee & Donuts recruiting after 7:30 and 9:30 AM Masses in FLC
May 5 1st Communion Support, 10:30 AM
May 6 Ladies Appreciation Dinner (see article in this issue)
May 12 1st Communion Support, 10:30 AM
May 19 2nd Degree FLC
May 20 Graduation BBQ FLC after 5:30 PM Mass
June 2 Roadside cleanup
June 16 Clergy Appreciation Dinner after 4:30 PM Mass

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events.http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a 
publication of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.
org

Congratulations to our Knight of 
the Month, Rick Armstrong, our 
Community Program Director. He has 
done a good share of the heavy lifting for 
the Council over the past month or so,  
spearheading our Annual Tootsie Roll 
Drive plus arranging for our Council 
to collect outside of the Bloomingdale 
Publix.  He is active in Fourth Degree 
Assembly Color Corps and his work 
with the Veterans.  Also, he continues to 
oversee the quarterly roadside cleanups 
that support the Keep Hillsborough 
Beautiful initiative, and he is a Lector 
in our parish.  Thanks, Rick, for being a 
loyal and stalwart Knight of Columbus.

The Family of the Month is the Noyes 
Family.  Dan has advanced to both the 
Second and Third Degree this year, 
serves as an Extraordinary Minister of 
the Holy Communion, and has been a 
helpful hand at several events.  Heidi 
is the President of our Columbiettes 
Auxiliary, and she recently volunteered 
to head the Coffee and Donuts Ministry 
that has turned out to be a popular way to 
promote fellowship in our parish.  Both 
are educators in Catholic schools – Dan 
at Jesuit High School, and Heidi at our 
Saint Stephen School.  Congratulations 
to the Noyes Family, and thanks for all 
you do for our parish and our community.


